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Executive Summary
The Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security Policy and Campus Crime Statistics
Act (the Clery Act) is federal policy aimed at creating safer college campuses. It attempts to
provide students with statistics on crimes that occur on campus and inform them of the security
policies and various resources available to them. The Clery Act also mandates that institutions of
higher education (IHE) send out alerts of emergencies that occur on campus.
So how safe do Western Michigan University (WMU or “Western”) students feel on
campus? This study attempted to answer this question by asking students through a survey. The
students’ responses were quite positive; they do feel safe on campus. However, they feel less
safe walking on campus at night, women in particular.
Students really do not know about the Clery Act. Further, they cannot describe it
comprehensively when asked an open-ended question about it. However, they recognize various
components of the Clery Act; for example, about half of students knew that WMU had to keep
crime statistics, though few had actually looked at the crime statistics. The vast majority of
students are signed up for the WMU alert system. Most believe the alert system is effective.
Responses were about evenly split when students were asked if information about safety was
easy to find on WMU’s website.
The shootings of February 20, 2016, the event known as the Uber Shooting, shed light on
weakness of the Clery Act. The safety alerts are only mandatory when crimes, or other
emergencies, occur on campus, within the geographical parameters defined by the Clery Act.
The shooting occurred down a road that boarders WMU’s campus. The shooter was loose in the
community for several hours. However, neither of these elements mandate an alert to be sent out.
WMU did not send out an alert of this emergency. The students on WMU’s campus were deeply
disturbed by this.
Almost two years later, do WMU students feel that WMU protects their safety? Do they
want to be notified of emergencies unfolding in the areas surrounding campus? How confident
are they in WMU’s interest in keeping them safe? Barely a majority of students feel safe in the
areas around campus. This leaves a significant number of students who do not feel safe in these
areas. Almost all believe that WMU should send out alerts of emergencies that occur in these
areas. When asked specifically about the night of the Uber Shooting, students almost completely
agreed that WMU should have sent out an alert. Students were divided on whether WMU did its
best to protect their safety the night of the Uber Shooting, with almost half of them, quite a large
number, unsatisfied with WMU’s protection.
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The Clery Act- Federal Public Policy Aimed at Creating Safer College Campuses
Jeanne Clery, for whom the Clery Act is named, was a college freshman at Lehigh
University when she was raped, tortured, and murdered in her dorm room by a fellow student. As
the result of this horrible tragedy, we have the Jeanne Clery Disclosure of Campus Security and
Campus Crime Statistics Act. After this tragedy occurred, Connie and Howard Clery, the parents
of Jeanne, discovered that there was a problem of rising crime on campus that students and
parents were unaware of. They also discovered that there was no warning system in place to
notify students when emergencies that could affect their personal safety were unfolding on
campus. They worked through their grief to establish a nonprofit organization, the Clery Center
for Security on Campus, to advocate that federal government put a mandate on institutions of
higher learning to make them safer for students (Clery Center for Security on Campus 2016).
The Clerys provided a rallying point for growing public concern about safety, especially
women's safety, on college campuses (Germain 2016).
Congress reacted to this growing concern by passing the Crime Awareness and Campus
Security Act, which was signed by President George H. W. Bush, and went into effect in 1991. It
has since been renamed after Jeanne Clery and amended and expanded several times to further
its mission of creating safer college campuses. The Clery Act only applies to institutions of
higher education (IHE) that receive federal funding.
The content of the Clery Act can be broken down into three main parts: data collection,
emergency procedures, and resources. IHEs must collect crime statistics from local police and
other Campus Security Authorities of instances of criminal acts that fall within the Clery
mandated categories. Institutions then have to disseminate these statistics in an Annual Security
Report. The Annual Security Report, which must be made publicly available by October 1 of
every year, must include the last three years’ worth of statistics. In the Annual Security Report,
institutions must also lay out their emergency procedures and the resources that are available to
survivors of crime. That leads to the second main part of the Clery Act: emergency procedures.
The Clery Act mandates the institutions have a system in place to warn the campus population of
any emergencies that could affect their health and safety (Clery Center for Security on Campus
2016).
The third part of the Clery Act states that institutions must have resources to help
survivors of sexual assault, domestic violence, dating violence, and stalking—and publish the
availability of these resources in the Annual Security Report. This part of the Clery Act works
with both Title IX and the Violence Against Women Act to support survivors of sexual assault,
domestic violence, dating violence and stalking. These resources must help accommodate the
survivor’s desire to change living, work, transportation, or learning situations; help the survivor
report the crime to a local agency if the survivor wishes to do so; and outline specific procedures
that the institution will take to investigate the crime and possible institutional repercussions for
the offender. These provisions of the Clery Act aim to inform students of past and unfolding
criminal acts, and seek to help survivors of such acts after they occur (Clery Center for Security
on Campus 2016).
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The Clery Act overlaps interests as it is related to both higher education and criminal
justice. When evaluating the Clery Act, there are several components that can be analyzed. One
way is to look at how publicly available the Clery data really is and the methods of publishing
the Annual Security Report. Sammuel L. Dameron et al. found that most IHEs (85%) are relying
on their webpages to post Clery data. However, reaching this data on the webpage can take
several "clicks" (Dameron et al. 2009). Often, only the statistics are posted, while the emergency
procedures and resources are neglected (Woodward et al. 2016).
Another aspect that can be evaluated is the limitation of only using official crime
statistics. As is common in criminal justice, the official crime data often underreports crime for a
variety of reasons. Victimization surveys reveal that more crime occurs than presents in the
official statistics (Gardella et al. 2015). A warning might be necessary in the Annual Security
Reports to inform consumers of this.
A limitation of the Clery Act that has been made publicly clear recently is its limited
geography. The geography of "campus" that the Clery Act applies to is limited and does not
apply to many areas that large numbers of students may be residing or commuting in (Nobels et
al. 2013). This can lead to a false sense of security if only looking at the Clery report data, and
not reports from surrounding law enforcement agencies.
The Department of Education continues to investigate IHEs for their compliance with the
Clery Act. Often large and sensational investigations about crime are present in the media.
Research institutions like the national center for Campus Public Safety have ongoing public
forums to discuss emerging issues; one such issue is the effect that legalizing marijuana has on
campus security (National Center for Campus Public Safety 2016). Since the Clery Act was most
recently updated in 2013 by the Violence Against Women’s Reauthorization Act, researchers
now have several years of data to look at and can start evaluating if the changes were effective at
providing resources to survivors of sexual violence, domestic violence, dating violence, and
stalking.
The Campus Climate – Background of February 20, 2016
On February 20, 2016 Kalamazoo experienced an intense incident of violence, leaving its
citizens in terror until the perpetrator was caught. Known as the "Uber Shooter," Jason Brian
Dalton shot and killed six people and injured two more in a three-location shooting spree. After
the shooting at the first location, Dalton was loose in the community for six hours. During this
time, he continued to randomly shoot people or give people rides in his Uber vehicle. Dalton
even took three passengers to WMU's campus and dropped them off at a residence hall. Of the
three shooting sites, one was less than a mile from WMU's campus, right down Stadium Drive.
While the police were looking for the shooter, they posted warnings on various social media
platforms. WMU did not put out an alert through their WMU alert system that had the capacity
to leave voicemails and send text messages to their students' phones. The students' response to
the lack of information coming from WMU was striking. Western held a townhall meeting to
discuss what had transpired and why they did not send out an alert. Many students questioned
Western's commitment to their safety after this incident.
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Research Questions
The Clery Act is a federal law that mandates certain safety measures be in place to
protect the safety and security of students on college campuses. These measures are for students'
benefit. However, how aware are students of these beneficial resources? Even if they are aware
of them, how effective are these measures at keeping students safe? Do students feel safe at
WMU? The way this research seeks to answer these questions is by asking students. The student
researcher administered a concise, in-class anonymous survey. The survey included questions
about the night of the “Uber shooter” incident in particular, how safe they felt that night, and
their view of the administration’s response.
The Clery Act is implemented at WMU by Western Michigan University's
administration. The researcher conducted an interview with a WMU administrator to learn about
the administration's view of strengths and weaknesses of the statute itself and of its
implementation on the WMU campus, and to get suggestions for revising the statute and/or
implementation process. The interviewer also asked about areas off campus that affect students'
safety and WMU’s role in those areas.

Research Design and Methods
Two hundred and twenty students participated by filling out the paper survey,
administered in their respective classes. The classes were randomly selected from WMU's class
offerings, with an attempt to select at least one class from each college. Unfortunately, not all the
selected classes agreed to participate in the survey, and so some colleges were not represented, or
represented through a few students in general elective classes. The survey contained basic
demographic questions about students’ grade level, gender, the type of housing they live in, and
if they work on campus or off. It then asked 20 multiple-choice questions, utilizing a Likert
Scale, and one open-ended question. It took approximately 5-7 minutes to complete. The survey
answers were entered into an Excel spreadsheet, which was transferred to SPSS. In SPSS,
frequencies and percentages were tallied. Chi square cross tabs were run between each
demographic category and the questions. The significance level was set at .05 or a 95%
confidence.
An interview was conducted with a member of Western's administration. The interview
was recorded, transcribed, and its content analyzed for themes and recommendations. This
research protocol was approved by WMU's human subjects institutional review board.
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Findings
Below is the breakdown of the demographic information of the students who participated
in the survey. The majority of respondents had been at WMU for less than a year. There were
more men than women respondents, and a small percentage of non-binary. There was also an
almost even split between those who lived on campus and those that lived off campus. The
majority, around 57%, work neither on campus or off campus.

Years at WMU

(N=219)

Response
less than 1
1-2
2-3
3-4
4-5
5 or more

Frequency
124
23
21
32
18
1

Percentage
56.6
10.5
9.6
14.6
8.2
0.5%

Response
male
female
non-binary
prefer not to respond

Preferred Gender
Frequency
120
90
5
3

(N=219)
Percentage
55.0%
41.3%
2.3%
1.4%

Response
residence hall
off campus
on campus apt

Where do you live?
Frequency
108
100
8

(N=216)
Percentage
50.0%
46.3%
3.7%

Response
on campus
off campus
both
neither

Where do you work?
Frequency
41
71
13
94

(N=219)
Percentage
18.6%
32.3%
5.9%
42.7%
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Safety on Campus

In the survey, students were asked about their feelings of safety on campus under various
circumstances. The questions differentiated among general campus safety, campus during the
day, walking on campus at night, and the on-campus residence hall and apartments.
Figure 1

Figure 3

Figure 2

Figure 4

The vast majority of students do feel safe on campus, during the day, and in the residence
halls. Combining the agree strongly and agree responses, over 80% agree that they feel safe
across these categories. This was our biggest question, and the response is encouraging about
Western. However, there was a difference when asked about if they feel safe walking on campus
at night. 31% agreed and 19.4% agreed strongly, thus about half of the surveyed students feel
safe walking on campus at night. Approximately a quarter of responses were neutral. 19.4%
disagreed, and 5.6% disagreed strongly. These results become more striking by gender. There is
a significant relationship between gender and feeling safe walking on campus at night.
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Components of the Clery Act

The survey asked about students’ awareness of and use of several questions about the
components of the Clery Act. These components covered the alert system, keeping crime
statistics, and resources that are available to students. Only 43.2% of students were aware that
WMU keeps crime statistics. However, 12.2% said that they looked at those statistics. Figure 7
shows how 9.9% agreed and 4.7% agreed strongly that they actually took these crime statistics
into consideration when making their decision to attend WMU.
Figure 5

Are you aware that WMU is federally
mandated to keep statistics on crimes that
occur on campus?
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%

20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
No

Yes

Not Sure

Figure 6

Have you ever looked at the campus crime
statistics?
100.0%
80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
0.0%
No

Yes

Not Sure
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Figure 7

I took the crime rate and over all campus safety
into consideration when making my choice to
attend WMU
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%

Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Agree
Strongly

Figure 8

Students were mostly neutral when asked if information was easy to find on WMU's
websites, with slightly more to the agree side.
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WMU Alert System

Figure 9

Are you signed up of the WMU alert system?
100.0%

80.0%
60.0%
40.0%
20.0%
0.0%
No

Yes

Not Sure

A majority, 83.7%, are signed up for the WMU alert system. A majority also agreed that
the WMU alerts are effective at providing warning of emergencies that happen on campus that
could pose a threat to student safety.
Figure 10
The WMU alert system is effective at providing warnings
about situations on campus that could pose a threat to
student safety
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly
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Do students know what the Clery Act is?

We also wanted to test the name recognition of the Clery Act. Students may be familiar
with components of the Clery Act, but not the reason we have them. We asked the students very
basically if they knew what the Clery Act was. An open-ended question then probed to see if
they could describe what the Clery Act is. We followed up by asking where they learned about
the Clery Act. With this question, we were curious whether students were learning about the
Clery Act from WMU, or if they were doing their own research.
Only 22 respondents indicated that they knew what the Clery Act was. An almost equal
number, 21, were unsure. 30 people responded to where they learned about the Clery Act; the
most frequent response was online, with 6 responses; class, other, and public safety followed
with 5 each.
15 people answered the open-ended question about what the Clery Act does. These
responses ranged in complexity. The most basic was "protects," which is the core value of the
Clery Act. The most complex answer was that it was "named after a student who died on
campus. It mandates that colleges funded with public dollars keep an accessible crime log and
alert students to crime on campus or heading toward campus."
Figure 11
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Safety Off Campus

We wanted to learn whether students felt safe in the areas surrounding campus. We asked
if WMU should send out alerts about emergencies in these areas. We also asked students if they
would be interested in receiving these alerts. 51.8% agreed or agreed strongly that they feel safe
in the areas around campus, while 18.7% disagreed or disagreed strongly. This 18.7% expressing
a feeling of not feeling safe around the campus is noticeably more than those 2.7% who do not
feel safe on the campus. 63.4% agreed strongly and 29.6% agreed that WMU should send out
alerts about emergencies that happen in the areas around campus. An overwhelming majority
(52.4%) agreed strongly or agreed (36.8 %) that they would be interested in receiving alerts
about emergencies in the areas surrounding campus.

Figure 12

WMU should send out alerts about emergencies
that pose a threat to public safety in areas around
campus
70.0%
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly

Figure 13

If WMU sent out alerts about emergencies that pose
a threat to public safety in areas around campus, I
would be interested in receiving them
60.0%
50.0%
40.0%
30.0%
20.0%
10.0%
0.0%
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly
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We also investigated how students felt about their safety and Western’s role in it during
the night of the Uber shooting. A question in the survey was designed to separate out those who
did not attend WMU that day. More people answered the questions about the Uber shooter than
the number that said they attended Western that night. 37.5% disagree and 16.3% strongly
disagree that WMU did their best to protect the safety of their students that day. Only 18.8%
agreed or agreed strongly that WMU did do its best to protect them that day. An overwhelming
majority think that WMU should have sent out an alert the night of the Uber Shooting.
Figure 14

Figure 15
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Finally, we asked students if they believed that WMU cared about their safety and
security. The response was reassuringly positive. Less than 3% disagreed or disagreed strongly.
Less than 20% were neutral. The rest, approximately 80%, agree or agree strongly.

Figure 16

WMU did their best to protect the safety of their
students' that day
40.0%
35.0%
30.0%
25.0%
20.0%
15.0%
10.0%
5.0%
0.0%
Strongly
Disagree

Disagree

Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly
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Interview Findings

The interview with an administrator led to some insights about how WMU thinks about
their students. The administrator believed that campus is much safer that most people think and
the administrator personally always feels safe on campus. However, they do not feel as safe in
the areas around campus. The administrator believed that campus was much safer, for both
themselves and for Western’s students, than off campus.
The administrator also provided suggestions to improve the Clery Act. They believed that
there could always be more time and resources to comply with the Clery Act. Having one person
whose sole focus was the Clery Act would be helpful. The regulations are far too complicated
and their technicalities have come too far away from the spirit of the Clery Act—student safety.
The administrator believed that institutions should have more flexibility to implement the Clery
Act to fit their unique campus environment.
When asked about the night of the “uber shooting,” the administrator stated that WMU’s
students have largely forgotten about it, but WMU did not. They believed that the incident
spurred WMU to add security measures, such as the WMU public safety twitter account, and
further to ask students how WMU can make them feel safer. The administrator believed that
students really do not want more alerts. They felt that students would be bothered by them, and
do not really want to know about all the crime that happens in the Kalamazoo area. The
administrator also believed that there is something about human nature, especially student nature,
that does not really process information until it becomes important. They stated that they tell
students many times, through multiple means, about all the resources WMU provides. However,
students do not remember them, and do not seek them out until they are needed. The
administrator believes that WMU’s administration cares more about their students’ safety than
the students do themselves.
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Conclusions and Recommendations
The vast majority of students did not recognize the Clery Act by name, or list its
components. However, students were generally more aware of the components when asked about
them. Almost half were aware WMU was mandated to keep campus crime statistics.
Nearly all were signed up for the WMU alert system, and thought it was effective.
This research asked if students felt safe on campus. They responded that they do feel safe
on campus. Off campus, was different. Students felt significantly less safe in the areas around
campus.
Students wanted WMU to do more to protect their safety in areas around campus.
Students do want alerts in the areas around campus. The Clery Act does not mandate this. WMU
has a choice in the matter. They should utilize discretion and choose to send out alerts when
there is an ongoing emergency. WMU students overwhelmingly wanted an alert the night of the
Uber shooting.
In similar emergencies, especially when there is an ongoing threat in areas where there is
a high population of students, WMU needs to warn their students. WMU should be aware where
these areas are. Using common sense and students’ mailing addresses, WMU should be able to
figure out where off campus students are likely to frequent. Kalamazoo’s local police agencies
are the responsible first responders in these areas, and do provide the immediate protection.
However, students coming from all over the world may not know who has jurisdiction in what
areas and who to turn to for warnings and protection. WMU should provide a recognizable and
centralized resource for their students.
The Clery Act could be improved by amending the Clery geography. Alerts must be sent
out about emergencies occurring in the area covered by the Clery act. Crime occurring in this
area must be recoded with the campus crime statistics. This area should be expanded to cover
housing and businesses around campus that students frequent on a daily basis.
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Administrator Interview questions
•

I would like to start by asking some questions about your job and responsibilities.
o What is your title at WMU?
o What are your responsibilities generally here at WMU?
o What responsibilities have you been tasked with under the Clery Act?
o Does your unit have adequate resources to handle its responsibilities under the Clery Act?

•

I would like to ask you some questions about your own feelings of safety.
o Do you generally feel safe on campus?
o Do you feel safe on campus even at night?
o Do you feel safe in the general Kalamazoo community?
o Do you feel safe in the areas surrounding campus like frat Ville, the Vine, and other student
apartment complexes?

•

I want to talk more about those areas I just mentioned that are not part of campus, but are right
next to, or adjacent to campus. These areas are highly populated with student housing and
businesses tailored to students.
o Do you believe those areas are risky places for students to be?
o Do you think that a significant number of students will be in, or go through, these areas on a
daily basis?
o Do you think it is important to protect students' safety in these areas?
o Do you think WMU should protect students' safety in these areas that are adjacent to the
campus?
▪ If not, whose job is it?
▪ Do you think that students feel that WMU is supposed to protect them in these
areas? Why or Why not

Now I want to ask some question about how you, and WMU's administration, think students are feeling
about their safety.
•
•
•
•

•

Are students feeling safe on campus?
Are students satisfied with the protection and care WMU gives them?
Do students want more from WMU when it comes to their safety?
o If yes, in what ways?
Are students generally aware of the resources given to them by the Clery Act, such as campus crime
statistics and support for survivors of crime?
o Some of these resources would be WMU's
▪ website
▪ Alert system
▪ Physical location of departments
▪ Outreach to new students

What measures might increase students’ awareness of their own resources?
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•

What more can the university do to make students feel safer?
o And actually be safer?

Let's return to the Clery Act for a couple of final questions.
•
•
•
•
•

Is the Clery Act is beneficial?
What, if any, changes would you suggest be made to the statute itself?
Is the Clery Act implemented well at WMU?
What recommendations would you make to increase the effectiveness of the implementation of the
Clery Act?
Are the Clery Act and its provisions effective at increasing the safety of students on WMU's Campus?

•

Is there anything you want to add that I have not asked about?

•

Is there anyone else you think I should interview?
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Student Survey
Please circle your responses
How many years you have been at WMU (Western Michigan University)
Less than 1 1-2 2-3 3-4 4-5 5 or more
Please circle your preferred gender
Male Female Non-binary Prefer not to respond
Please circle where you live
on campus residence hall

on campus apartment

Please circle where you work
on campus off campus

both

off campus apartment/house

neither

I generally feel safe on campus.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly

Does not apply

I feel safe on campus during the day.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral

Agree

Agree Strongly

Does not apply

I feel safe walking around campus alone at night.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Agree Strongly

Does not apply

Please respond only if you live on campus:
I feel safe in the residence halls or campus apartments.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

Does not apply

Please respond only if you live off campus:
I feel safe where I live.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Does not apply

Agree Strongly

I feel safe in the areas around campus (for example, the Vine, frat village, campus court).
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
Are you aware that WMU is federally mandated to keep statistics on crimes that occur on campus?
Yes No not sure
Have you ever looked at the campus crime statistics?
Yes No not sure
I took the crime rate and over all campus safety into consideration when making my choice to attend
WMU.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
Please continue on the back of this page
Are you signed up for the WMU alert system?
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Yes

No

not sure

The WMU alert system is effective at providing warnings about situations on campus that could pose a
threat to student safety.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
WMU should send out alerts about emergencies that pose a threat to public safety in the areas around
campus.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
If WMU sent out alerts about emergencies that pose a threat to public safety in the areas around
campus, I would be interested in receiving them.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
Information about campus safety is easy to find on WMUs websites.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

Does not apply

WMU cares about its students' safety and security.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree

Does not apply

Agree Strongly

Do you know what the Clery Act is?
Yes no not sure
If yes, where did you learn about the Clery Act
Class Other encounter at WMU WMU’s website
Through friends/family

WMU public safety

Online

Personal research

If yes, please briefly describe what you believe the Clery Act does

Did you attend WMU on February 20th 2016 when the "Uber Driver Shooting" occurred?
Yes No
If yes, please respond to the two statements below
WMU did their best to protect the safety of their students that day
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly

Does not apply

WMU should have sent out an alert warning you of the unfolding incident.
Strongly Disagree Disagree Neutral Agree Agree Strongly Does not apply
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Statistical Outputs
(N=219)

Response
less than 1
1-2
2-3
3-4
4-5
5 or more

How many years you have
been at WMU
Frequency
124
23
21
32
18
1

Response
male
female
non-binary
prefer not to respond

Preferred Gender
Frequency
120
90
5
3

(N=218)
Percentage
55.0%
41.3%
2.3%
1.4%

Response
residence hall
off campus
on campus apt

Where do you live
Frequency
108
100
8

(N=216)
Percentage
50.0%
46.3%
3.7%

Response
on campus
off campus
both
neither

Where do you work
Frequency
41
71
13
94

(N=219)
Percentage
18.6%
32.3%
5.9%
42.7%

Frequency
4
2
17
106
91

(N=220)
Percentage
1.8%
0.9%
7.7%
48.2%
41.4%

I generally feel safe on campus
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

Percentage
56.6%
10.5%
9.6%
14.6%
8.2%
0.5%
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I feel safe on campus during
the day
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
I feel safe walking on campus
during the night
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
I feel safe in the residence halls
or campus apartments
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
I feel safe where I live
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
I feel safe in the areas around
campus
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree

(N=150)
Frequency
5
0
10
75
130

Percentage
2.3%
0.0%
4.5%
34.1%
59.1%
(N=216)

Frequency
12
42
53
67
42

Percentage
5.6%
19.4%
24.5%
31.0%
19.4%
(N=124)

Frequency
5
3
12
40
64

Percentage
4.0%
2.4%
9.7%
32.3%
51.6%

Frequency
4
6
17
47
44

(N=118)
Percentage
3.4%
5.1%
14.4%
39.8%
37.3%
(N=197)

Frequency
6
31
58
75

Percentage
3.0%
15.7%
29.4%
38.1%
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Agree Strongly
Are you aware that WMU is
federally mandated to keep
statistics on crimes that occur
on campus
Response
No
Yes
Not Sure
I took the crime rate and over
all campus safety into
consideration when making my
choice to attend WMU
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
Are you signed up for the WMU
alert system
Response
No
Yes
Not Sure
The WMU alert system is
effective at providing warnings
about situations on campus
that could pose a threat to
student safety
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly
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13.7%
(N=220)

Frequency
98
95
27

Percentage
44.5%
43.2%
12.3%
(N=192)

Frequency
40
85
39
19
9

Percentage
20.8%
44.3%
20.3%
9.9%
4.7%
(N=215)

Frequency
33
169
13

Percentage
16.3%
83.7%
5.9%
(N=190)

Frequency
4
18
30
85
53

Percentage
2.1%
9.5%
15.8%
44.7%
27.9%
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WMU should send out alerts
about emergencies that pose a
threat to public safety in areas
around campus
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

If WMU sent out alerts about
emergencies that pose a threat
to public safety in areas around
campus, I would be interested
in receiving them
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

Information about campus
safety is easy to find on WMU's
websites
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

(N=213)

Frequency
5
1
9
63
135

Percentage
2.3%
0.5%
4.2%
29.6%
63.4%

(N=212)

Frequency
4
4
15
78
111

Percentage
1.9%
1.9%
7.1%
36.8%
52.4%

(N=201)

Frequency
4
40
75
64
18

Percentage
2.0%
19.9%
37.3%
31.8%
9.0%
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WMU cares about its student's
safety and security
Response
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

Do you know what the Clery
Act is?
Response
No
Yes
Not Sure

Where did you learn about the
Clery Act?
Response
Class
Other
Website
Public Safety
Online
Friends/Family
Personal Research

Did you attend WMU on Feb
20th, 2016?
Response
No
Yes

(N=210)
Frequency
3
2
36
96
73

Percentage
1.4%
1.0%
17.1%
45.7%
34.8%

(N=215)
Frequency
172
22
21

Percentage
88.7%
11.3%
9.5%

(N=30)
Frequency
5
5
3
5
6
2
4

Percentage
16.7%
16.7%
10.0%
16.7%
20.0%
6.7%
13.3%

(N=214)
Frequency
141
73

Percentage
65.9%
34.1%
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WMU did their best to protect
the safety of their students
that day
Responses
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

WMU should have sent out an
alert warning you of the
unfolding incident
Responses
Strongly Disagree
Disagree
Neutral
Agree
Agree Strongly

(N=80)

Frequency
13
30
22
11
4

Percentage
16.3%
37.5%
27.5%
13.8%
5.0%

(N=110)

Frequency
1
1
7
36
65

Percentage
0.9%
0.9%
6.4%
32.7%
59.1%
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Chi-Square Significant Relationships

Significant Relationships

.05
sig
level

live* keep crimes stats

0.002

live*safety choice

0.022

live*signed up

0.022

live*info easy

0.048

live*feb safe

0.014

work*know clery

0.005

years on campus*safe campus
night

0.041

years on campus*safe live campus

0.034

years on campus*safe live off
campus

0.018

years on campus*safe off campus

0.008

years on campus*signed up

0.015

years on campus*alert effective

0.021

years on campus*feb safe

0.005

gender*safe campus night

0.000

Meaning
There is a significant relationship between where
students live and if they know WMU is mandated to
keep crime statistics
There is a significant relationship between where
students live and if they took safety into their choice to
attend WMU
There is a significant relationship between where
students live and if they are signed up for the alert
system
There is a significant relationship between where
students live and if they think information is easy to find
on WMU’s website
There is a significant relationship between where
students live and if they think WMU did its best to
protect their safety the night of the Uber shooting
There is a significant relationship between where
students work and if they feel safe on campus at night
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they feel
safe on campus at night
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they feel
safe where they live on campus
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they feel
safe where they live off campus
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they feel
safe off campus
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they are
signed up for the WMU alert system
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they think
the WMU alert system in effective
There is a significant relationship between how many
years students have been on campus and if they think
WMU did its best to protect their safety the night of the
Uber shooting
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students feel safe on campus at night
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gender*safe live off campus

0.000

gender*keep crime stats

0.027

gender*should alert off campus

0.005

gender*alert off campus

0.000

gender*info easy

0.003

gender*wmu cares

0.000

gender*feb alert

0.000

There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students feel safe where they live off
campus
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students know that WMU is mandated to
keep crime statistics
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students think WMU should send out
alerts about emergencies off campus
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students want to receive alerts about
emergencies off campus
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if they think information is easy to wind on
WMU’s website
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students think WMU cares about their
safety
There is a significant relationship between students’
gender and if students think WMU should have sent out
an alert the night of the Uber shooting
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